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Handwriting policy

Handwriting is taught, practised and valued throughout our school.

Aims and Objectives

· Teach children to write in a neat joined style.

· Encourage children to understand the importance of good presentation

· Staff to follow the same style of writing to ensure progression and continuity throughout the school

· Be able to write fluently at an appropriate speed.

Time Allocation

Handwriting is to be taught at least once a week where appropriate and is also to be linked to spelling work. It is also to be reinforced across the curriculum.

The Teaching of Handwriting

All staff follow the Nelson scheme of handwriting. This ensures progression and continuity throughout the school in the teaching if handwriting skills. All children will be encouraged to hold their pencil/ pen appropriately. All staff are to expect a high standard if presentation of finished work. 

Foundation Stage

Letter formation and orientation taught at first through play based activities to develop hand-eye coordination and fine motor skills. The children will progress to having good pencil control and having good letter formation and spacing. 

Key Stage One

Letter formation and orientation, size of handwriting, ascenders and descenders and spacing will be of an appropriate size, progressing to early joining.

Key Stage Two

Children will develop neat, cursive; flowing joined handwriting that can be sustained for longer periods of time. 

Teaching Handwriting to Children with Special Educational Needs (SEN)

Children who have specific difficulties should have additional support in the classroom. This may include further support to achieve tasks, extra time to learn and consolidate skills or adapted resources such as triangular grip pencils.

Monitor and Evaluation

Staff monitor and evaluate handwriting throughout the school within staff meetings. The coordinator is to ensure that the Nelson scheme is being used and is having an impact upon the children’s handwriting throughout the school, and to ensure there is progression and continuity throughout the school.
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