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Marking and Response Policy

This document suggests a set of marking and response procedures that will inform and establish practice in our school. 

All teaching staff involved with the teaching and learning of the children at Wymeswold have discussed and agreed the framework set out in this policy which has been agreed by the Governing Body.  
The Nature of Marking.

Marking and responses to children’s written and oral work is a crucial aspect of learning and teaching and can be used to assess where children are in their learning and take them on to their next target or level of achievement.

Marking and response should be used to:

· Primarily reflect whether the child has achieved the learning objective.

· Allow a child to immediately see where they have got it right.

· Inform a child of how they could improve their work where appropriate.

· Inform the next steps in the teachers planning for that child.

· Reflect on a child’s progress with their individual/group/class target where appropriate.

· Set a consistent, coherent progression in response to a child’s efforts through the whole school from Foundation to Year 6.

We, as a staff agree that in order to make our marking and responses meaningful and of maximum impact, it will not always be best practice to mark every book fully for every subject.

In order to ensure quality marking, specific focus groups may need to be outlined and those will be marked fully.

All work must reflect that it has been seen by the teacher, but it may not always be marked fully unless it is part of the planned focus group. Marks and symbols to be used by teachers will be agreed between the teaching staff and will show continuity through the school.
Implementation.

Please see attached list for agreed strategies to be used through the school.

Review
Due to the huge change in practise that this marking/response policy will bring, we must set a short trial period before we come together to reflect and review on impact it is having on attainment and manageability for teachers who have to implement it on a daily basis.
Implementation Of Marking and Response Policy

This document has been designed to ensure continuity and progression between all year groups in the school from Foundation through to Y6.
	Year Group
	Agreed Marking/response:
	Common Threads:

	Reception
	Immediate verbal responses as children are working.

No distance marking, any written responses are done in presence of the child, and read to them, including targets for improvement.

Mark for Learning Objective achieved.
	· All work is to be labelled with a learning objective, initially by the teacher then as developmentally appropriate by the child in the form of a title.

· Primary marking and response must be to the learning objective in order to ensure children can measure their success for each piece of work.

· When children look at a piece of marked work, they must immediately see what they have done that has met the learning objective – how they got it right. They can then look for guidance as to how they can improve and take their own work forward.

· To ensure quality, meaningful marking, not every book will be fully marked every time. Teachers can select a focus group that will be marked fully – i.e. with individual targets reviewed and new objectives set. 

· Children should be given the opportunity to participate in self or peer evaluation.
· If a piece of work has been marked/responded to verbally it will be stamped by the teacher at the time of response.

	Year 1
	Immediate verbal response as children are working

No distance marking, any written responses are done in presence of the child, and read to them, including targets for improvement.

Mark for Learning Objective achieved.
	

	Year 2
	Verbal marking to learning objective.

Performance towards individual/group/class targets recognised.

Distance marking can be used where developmentally appropriate.

Highlighter pen used to highlight areas of work that have achieved the learning objective.
	

	Year 3 
	Focus group marking. L.O’s highlighted to show the child where they are getting it right.

Lower ability children still need verbal feedback, and distance marking still needs to be developmentally appropriate.

Individual/class/group targets recognised.
	

	Year 4 
	Minimal marking for children not in a focus marking group may consist of highlighted objective/tick against the learning objective if achieved to show work has been viewed. If the work has not met the L.O’s this can be recorded on teacher’s planning.
	

	Year 5
	As above. Core subjects will be marked more frequently in depth and regularity with children to become increasingly aware of the LO’s and their success in achieving them. Dialogue between teacher and children encouraging self-assessment of LO’s to be encouraged. 
	

	Year 6 
	Children’s work to be highlighted where it has achieved the Learning objective.

Children’s performance to personal/group/class targets will also be commented on and achieved targets recognised.

Guidance will be given – verbally or written as appropriate on how a child could improve their work, and time has to be given for them to reflect and act on suggestions where appropriate.
There will be bigger emphasis on peer and self marking and evaluation to ensure children develop as reflective learners.
	


