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Spelling Policy
Spelling is taught, practised and valued throughout the school. We consider the ability to be able to spell correctly is an essential life skill and one that society demands. The English Language is not a regular language but is systematic and patterned. Learning to spell is a process of working out such patterns and applying them to new words.  Learning to spell is not just learning lists of words.  It is a developmental process of learning to apply different strategies appropriately.  Children should have organised, structured and appropriate support to improve their spelling skills.
1 Aims and objectives

· Encourage all children to be confident in reading and spelling. 
· Know and use a variety of strategies to learn relevant skills.

· To enable children to write independently.

· To enhance skills of proof reading. 

2 Time allocation

Spelling should be taught should be taught as part of Literacy sessions, through the implementation of the termly spelling objectives set out for each year group (annual objectives for Reception) in the National Literacy Strategy (NLS) Framework.  The teaching of spelling should also be taught as part of a specifically focussed lesson using appropriate material from the Nelson Spelling Scheme. 
3 The teaching of spelling 
All staff to follow the Nelson Spelling Scheme designed to ensure progression and continuity in pupils’ development of spelling skills throughout the school.  Staff to also use the suggested objectives for each year group suggested in the NLS Framework.  All staff to expect a high standard of spelling attempts. A balanced spelling program will include a focus on the five forms of spelling knowledge – Phonological, Morphemic, Etymological, Syllabification and Semantics/Syntax knowledge.
Foundation Stage – By the end of the foundation stage, most children will be able to: Use their phonic knowledge to write simple regular words and make phonically plausible attempts at more complex words.
· Multi-sensory approach linking the teaching and practising of letter shapes and patterns.  At this early stage, children learn to discriminate and make connections between letter sounds and use the ‘Letters and Sounds’ phonic program alongside the Jolly Phonics scheme.

· Recognise words that rhyme

· Write beginning and ending sounds of words.

· Blend cv,vc,cvc words

· Spell high frequency words

Key Stage One 
· Write each letter of the alphabet
· Use their knowledge of sound symbol relationships and phonological patterns

· Recognise and use simple spelling patterns

· Write common letter strings

· Spell common words and high frequency words

· Spell words with common prefixes and inflectional endings.

· Check their spelling by using word banks and dictionaries

· Use knowledge of word families

Key Stage Two

Pupils should be taught to use strategies for spelling unfamiliar words
· Sounding out phonemes

· Analysing words into syllables & other known words

· Applying knowledge of spelling conventions

· Use knowledge of common letter strings, visual patterns and analogies

· Use word banks, dictionaries and spellcheckers

· Use and spell common prefixes and suffixes

· The spelling of words with infectional endings
· The relevance of word families, roots and origins of words

· Use appropriate terminology including vowel, consonant, homophone and syllable

· Pupils should be taught to revise and consolidate words they can spell correctly and to check the spelling and meaning of words.

Both Key Stages are taught strategies to help them to learn independently. Children are grouped using the Nelson assessment and grouping system.  Children are given regular homework which takes the form of spelling investigations, patterns taken from the Nelson Scheme, NLS Framework and the Letters and Sounds Framework into Year3.   

4 Teaching handwriting to children with SEN

Children with specific difficulties should receive additional support in the classroom using a variety of approaches to support progress; these may include ELS Program, Quest, ALS, specific guidance and classroom assistant.  If necessary an IEP will be introduce and the learning Support Services may be contracted.  
5 Monitor and evaluation

The standards and quality of the teaching and learning of spelling will be monitored in the following ways:
· Regular spelling assessment using the Nelson assessment suggestions.

· NFER and SATs results analysed

· Work sampling

· Lesson observations within the Literacy Hour

6 Resources

· Letters and Sounds document

· Jolly Phonics resources

· Nelson Spelling scheme resources

· Objectives from the NLS Framework
· Quest

· ELS,ALS documents and resources

· Dictionaries and Thesaurus 

· Word banks

· WOW words
